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SSM Health Foundation — St. Louis’ Mission is 

rooted in a rich legacy of courage. Just as the 

Sisters of St. Mary’s selflessly gave time and  

energy to collect donations to care for the needy, 

we seek support to provide care and resources  

to those who need it most in our community.

Today, our Mission continues to guide us:  

through our exceptional health care services,  

we reveal the healing presence of God. With  

a shared courage for a common good, our  

health care providers, staff, donors, and  

volunteers are committed to providing highly  

advanced, compassionate care to patients  

and their families. 

The support we receive comes to life in many 

different ways, from ensuring that SSM Health 

caregivers have access to and training in  

cutting-edge, life-saving technologies, to  

funding state-of-the-art facilities, programs,  

and resources throughout the St. Louis,  

St. Charles, and Metro East regions.

SSM HEALTH 
AND NRG 

ONCOLOGY 
(organization funded 
to conduct oncology

 clinical research) 

Cancer 
Clinical 
Trials

100,000808
 residents die of cancer; in  

St. Louis City the number is even 
higher, at 957 out of 100,000. 

A patient receives her diagnosis—breast cancer.  
Although she is afraid and overwhelmed, she receives 

exceptional, compassionate care from SSM Health  

St. Mary’s Hospital — St. Louis. The close relationship  

she develops with her health care providers plays a vital 

role in her recovery. They’re not just familiar with the  

specifics of her medical history, they develop a rapport 

with her that puts her at ease, making her treatment feel 

more manageable.

However, to complete a clinical trial using the newest 

scientific and technological advances, she is transferred 

to another treatment center and no longer receives  

follow-up care from SSM Health St. Mary’s. The transition 

is hard on her; she must now become acquainted with a 

new team of providers. She worries about consistency 

and continuity of care. 

Our History and Mission

The Situation:

start-up funding for a  
research nurse position  
for SSM Health St. Mary’s.

GENEROUS 
SUPPORT 
NEEDED 

 In Missouri

out of every  



SSM Health Foundation — St. Louis needs  

to provide the start-up funding for the  

research nurse position for a two-year period. 

Once the clinical trials are established,  

the salary will be funded by SSM Health  

St. Mary’s Hospital. 

The advances we gain from clinical trials will 

help deliver the most cutting-edge cancer  

care to patients through every stage of their 

treatment, directly benefiting the community  

by providing better health outcomes. Most  

importantly, it will allow our courageous  

patients to maintain continuity of care. 

Learn how your gift can support our Mission. 

Contact SSM Health Foundation — St. Louis at 

314-523-8044 or visit givetossmhealth.org.  

Our culture of philanthropy lives on because of 

your generosity.

SSM Health NRG Oncology 
Cancer Clinical Trials

Regional Cancer Mortality Rates
Our region’s high rate of cancer mortality makes the need  

for clinical trials imperative. In Missouri, 808 out of every  

100,000 residents die of cancer; in St. Louis City the number  

is even higher, at 957 out of 100,000. Furthermore, 33% of  

the city’s population has a household income under $25,000  

per year; patients with limited to no resources struggle to  

afford care and navigate our complex care system. Clinical  

trials will enable SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital to become 

a leader in oncology research and provide top-tier cancer 

care to all patients.

Funding the Research Nurse Position
Saint Louis University School of Medicine’s Department of  

Obstetrics and Gynecology is lending their support by funding  

half of the research nurse’s salary for the initial two years and 

providing office space and IT support. In addition, insurance  

providers will reimburse the cost of services and procedures  

in clinical trials.

SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital, two-time winner of the  

Premier Award for Quality, strives to provide comprehensive  

care to SSM Health’s cancer patients—the most common of  

which are gynecology, breast, colorectal, and thoracic.  

Currently, the hospital is unable to offer clinical trials to  

patients. To serve as a regional leader in GYN/Oncology  

and thoracic care, we seek to establish a clinical trial program 

by hiring a research nurse position. This role will oversee  

the clinical care of enrolled patients and manage research  

protocols in collaboration with the hospital’s physicians.

Led with the expertise of Dr. Shannon Grabosch, a gynecological  

oncologist at Saint Louis University, and Dr. Thomas Chung,  

an SSM Health radiation oncologist, this initiative will enable  

SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital to implement a clinical trial  

program to provide state-of-the-art cancer care to patients  

and help reduce the region’s high mortality rate.
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