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SSM Health Foundation – St. Louis’ Mission is 

rooted in a rich legacy of courage. Just as the 

Sisters of St. Mary’s selflessly gave time and  

energy to collect donations to care for the needy, 

we seek support to provide care and resources  

to those who need it most in our community.

Today, our Mission continues to guide us:  

through our exceptional health care services,  

we reveal the healing presence of God. With  

a shared courage for a common good, our  

health care providers, staff, donors, and  

volunteers are committed to providing highly  

advanced, compassionate care to patients  

and their families. 

The support we receive comes to life in many 

different ways, from ensuring that SSM Health 

caregivers have access to and training in  

cutting-edge, life-saving technologies, to  

funding state-of-the-art facilities, programs,  

and resources throughout the St. Louis,  

St. Charles, Jefferson County, and Metro  

East regions. 

SSM HEALTH 

CANCER CARE  Cancer 
Care 
Services

We focus on treating the patient, 
not just the disease. 

A stomach pain bothers a man for months. By the time  

he visits a doctor, he receives a terrifying diagnosis: 

cancer. Between the costs of testing and treatment, the 

disruption of his life, and the fear of what lies ahead, it’s  

a scary and emotional time for him and his family.

Situations like this happen every day in the communities 

supported by SSM Health Foundation – St. Louis. A cancer 

diagnosis is a heavy and difficult experience — and patients 

facing it need access to the highest quality of care and 

utmost compassion. Through funding that supports  

SSM Health Cancer Care efforts like diagnostic testing, 

patient-centered treatment programs, state-of-the-art 

facilities and caregiver training, and more, we can make 

sure that those living with cancer in our communities 

have the top-notch treatment and care that they deserve.

Our History and Mission

The Situation:

funding needed to support  

innovative cancer care programs 

GENEROUS 
SUPPORT 
NEEDED 



SSM Health provides our communities with an integrated network  
of geographic locations that provide time critical diagnostics and 
treatment for cancer, for new cases as well as patients that have  
delayed their care. With this network, we provide cancer care services 
throughout the St. Louis region, giving patients access to excellent 
cancer care close to home — right in the communities where they 
live and work. This holistic network of support is critical to delivering 
the compassionate care that those living with cancer need, as is the 
research, technology, training, and staff to continuously improve and 
innovate SSM Health Cancer Care programs and services. Through 
funding to support clinical trials, impactful patient-centered programs, 
cutting-edge technologies, rehabilitation, and more, we can deliver 
and elevate compassionate care to those living with cancer in  
our region.

This funding will not only allow us to serve more people and provide 
more options through clinical research, it will also support impactful 
patient-centered programs such as nutritional counseling, enhanced 
pain management programs, support groups, and other services  
to help the individual feel more like a person, not just a patient.  
SSM Health Cancer Care precision medicine — an evolving approach 
for disease treatment and prevention that takes into account  
individual variability in the genes, environment, and lifestyle  
of each patient — will be improved as we gain the funds and  
resources to identify new opportunities for enhancement of care  
to underserved and at-risk communities. This must be done by  
supporting integrated disease-sites that fulfill all functions from 
screening through survivorship. And, these facilities must be  
staffed with best-in-class clinicians, care coordi nators, and more.

Just as SSM Health Cancer Care efforts 

strive to treat the whole patient, we need 

the help of our whole community to bring 

exceptional care to those in our region who 

need it most. It is through your support 

that we can provide every SSM Health  

cancer care patient with the treatment, 

compassion, and hope they deserve.

A cancer diagnosis is hard enough, but 

a cancer diagnosis and treatment during 

COVID is much harder. Funding raised  

by SSM Health Foundation provides  

many tangible items to patients, such as 

post-surgical camisoles and comfort care 

kits for those unable to bring in items from 

home due to pandemic restrictions. On top 

of that, your gifts help give patients access  

to support group meetings, nutritional 

therapy, new infusion chairs, and blanket 

warmers — all powerful tools for hope  

and healing. 

Funding Cancer Care Services

To programmatically enhance cancer care programs for all communities, 
we must recruit specialized physicians, particularly medical and surgical 
oncologists, as well as provide the funding needed for clinical trials, 
precision medicine (genomics), and other innovative and life-saving 
diagnostic and treatment programs that center around treating the 
patient, not just the disease. Cancer care continues to evolve — and 
the advances are exciting. Through your support, we can ensure that 
our region’s SSM Health Cancer Care providers, facilities, training, and 
programs are at the forefront of this advancement by addressing social 
gaps in cancer care, increasing community outreach, and focusing on 
clinical research and precision medicine. Your support will help us  
provide a range of effective treatment options from basic cancer care 
to complex specialty care in the right setting along with a portfolio  
of integrated supportive services readily accessible to patients and  
their caregivers.  

SSM Health Cancer Care is about much more than treating the  
disease — it’s about treating the patient. This includes the clinical  
treatment and scientific management of the cancer — but also the  
management of other aspects of an individual’s health and the health  
of their family. Due to social gaps and lack of community access,  
there is a substantial opportunity to expand the beacon of hope that  
SSM Health Cancer Care provides to the communities we serve.

Those living with cancer in our communities deserve exceptional  
care — no matter their experience, circumstances, or income.
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